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Statement of Intent  
 
My intention is to research, design, document and produce a high-quality graphical 
presentation of a modern, unique tree house which will provide a form of luxury living. 
The location for my design is Otford,  New South Wales. Along with the architecture 
concept for the treehouse I aim to design my own logo that represents the corporate 
identity of the treehouse as an Architecture business. I will investigate the programs 
that will be best suited to design this house. I will be using my teacher as a resource as 
I will be reviewing his recommendations for programs and presentation techniques that 
best accommodate what I intend to do.  
 
Critical Design Criteria-  
 
Style- 	The overall design must be architecturally iconic and unique. The treehouse 
should be two stories with an exclusive structure which compliments the surrounding 
leafy environment. The treehouse must have an open design with roof to floor 
windows in order to capture the amazing scenery and natural light and increase the 
aesthetic appeal of the property. The exterior should be made from an organic material 
like timber. Thus achieving the desired  perspective of sustainability while maintaining 
the rustic feel. The treehouse should also take advantage of the incredible scenery. 
Balconies on each level will offer the user the opportunity to relax and enjoy the 
extraordinary views. The interior will be modern with a hint of rustic feel. I intend on 
keeping the organic materials allowing them to flow from exterior to interior. The 
overall colour scheme of the house will be neutral with hints of colour to compliment 
the surrounding environment. I want to bring nature into the interior. I want a steady 
flow between the rooms therefore creating a feeling of openness. This will be achieved 
by designing the house around a big, isolated tree in the estate. This will be the main 
focus of the structure with a glass casing around the tree which will bring in  natural 
light and consequently reduce  power usage. 
 
Size- The treehouse should have two stories with bedrooms on the top level and living, 
kitchen, dining, etc in the bottom. There should be at least two bedrooms, minimum of 
two bathrooms and an open kitchen, living and dining area. An open plan will allow 
the rooms to flow into each other. Focusing on the tree as the backbone of the house, 
the open planed spaces will create an illusion of a larger dwelling.  
 
 
Materials-The exterior materials should be organic and sustainable, yet able to 
withstand all weather and environmental conditions without decaying over the years. 
Using an organic material will support the development of this house without 
destroying the environment. This will also give the desired rustic and terrestrial look to 
the house. The interior will also be constructed of  organic materials like wood. Roof to 
floor windows allow for natural lighting. The glass is an extremely hard wearing 
material and can be recycled. Glass will also be used internally, as the protective 
casing around the tree allowing the tree trunk to be the main focus of the internal 
spaces while protecting the tree and waterproofing the interior of the house.  
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Sustainability- Minimising the impact on the environment is an essential requirement 
of responsible architecture today. The design of the house will incorporate the 
environment in the internal spaces while protecting it though the considered use 
environmentally sustainable materials.  
 
Motivation- 
I’ve chosen a treehouse due to the unique and diverse architectural possibilities that 
can be considered and developed outside of mainstream architect designed homes. My 
family already own a block of land at 47 Domville Road. It is the perfect position to 
put the treehouse. This piece of land currently has a small house which will be 
knocked down, it is mostly covered with a range of native plants. There are large 
ironbark trees that are located on the block. The treehouse resolves the problem of 
land clearing. Nobody will be cutting down the trees as I have designed for some of 
the trees to go through the house, thus minimising the environmental impact the build 
has on the local ecosystem.  The aim is to design a luxurious house that provides a 
‘homely’ feel, with an incredible view. My  inspiration and the love I have for 
architecture will enable me to develop my parents a new concept home. The tree 
house concept will be an involved process and extremely demanding. I believe that 
this project will keep me engaged  and allow me to enthusiastically develop the idea. 
This project will also demonstrate and further increase my skills in using various 
software applications as well as extend my design and research skills, furthermore, 
exploring multiple aspects of design within modern architecture will possibly help lead 
me into a career in the graphics industry after finishing my HSC. 
 
Limitations- 
There are a few limitations with doing this project. I am at a slight disadvantage 
compared to the majority of my classmates as I did not take Graphics class in year 9 
and 10 and as such have not acquired the skills that the rest of my peers have. To 
ensure that I stay on track and do not fall behind I will be asking my teacher for extra 
help, possibly some lunchtime lessons or even after school lessons. Also, downloading 
appropriate programs and reviewing online tutorials at home should eliminate the gap 
between my classmates and myself.  
I hope to spend no more than $400 overall for this.  
 
Potential drawing techniques that would allow me to competently explore the 
treehouse concept design: 

• Orthographic  
• Sectional views  
• Elevations  
• Pictorial (Isometric, oblique) 
• Flythrough videos  
• 3D animated video  
• Rendered views 
• 3D model 
• Floor plans 
• Presentation boards 
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Location- 
My treehouse will be located at 47 Domville Road, Otford.  
The block of land commands 3,079 m is extremely private and is close to the coastline 
with easy access to the ocean. Since the house is located near the sea, there is a high 
salt content in the air. materials need constant monitoring to ensure they resist 
corrosion and the impacts of nature. Sea breezes in summer evenings will help regulate 
internal temperatures and positioning of windows will be reflective of good air flow. 
 
 

 
 
Council restrictions-  
The Wollongong council has several limitations and restrictions. Some of the 
restrictions that may affect the design of the house include: 

• Maximum building height of 3 stories  
• Front façade must be at least 6m from the road 
• Minimum of 900mm from any side or rear property boundary.   
• In this location map shows the direct sizing of the block. Knowing the 

dimensions of the site will allow me to know how much area I have to use 
while complying with the council restrictions. 
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