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WEAVERS, MERCHANTS AND KINGS

Jacques Cadry was born in Tehran, into a Jewish family in the 
rug trade. He spent time in London and was educated in Paris 
where he worked as a perfumer before returning to Persia (Iran) 
and later immigrating to Australia with his wife Rebecca. In 1952, 
they founded one of Sydney’s first Persian-owned carpet 
businesses. 

Cadrys Rugs remains a flourishing family-run business with  
a legacy emblematic of the broader impact of the wave of 
immigrants and refugees who made Australia their home in the 
wake of World War II. Since the 1960s, the Cadry family have 
generously donated several exceptional Persian artefacts to  
the Powerhouse collection. 

This exhibit celebrates the 70th anniversary of Cadrys Rugs  
and recognises the Cadry family’s decades of generosity as 
Powerhouse donors. It features objects on loan from the family 
including a rare pictorial Dorokhsh carpet thought to have been 
made for a royal palace. 

Photo: Entrepreneur and collector Jacques Cadry (1910–2003) in his 
Sydney showroom, late 1950–60s, reproduced courtesy the Cadry family
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Pictorial Dorokhsh carpet
Hand-knotted wool, Birjand, 
Khorasan, Persia, about 1890. 
Loan courtesy the Cadry family

This carpet was recently acquired 
by the Cadry family having 
captured the private collectors’ 
attention for being one of only a 
handful of known examples of very 
large antique Dorokhsh carpets to 
feature an architectural scene as 
the central design. It appears to 
depict an Indian palace and it is 
speculated it may have been 
intended for display inside one. 
This object is very similar to a 
noted Dorokhsh pictorial carpet 
from Golestan Palace, Iran. 

Dorokhsh
Dorokhsh is a town in the 
Khorasan province of Iran long 
renowned for its handwoven rugs. 
Nomadic rugmaking traditions in 
the region stretch back more than 
a thousand years and it has been 
an export centre for Persian rugs 
since at least the 1500s. Dorokhsh 
carpets are distinctive for their 
wide decorative borders, typically 
surrounding intricate geometric or 
floral patterns. They are also 
known for durability, being tightly 
woven with 120 to 275 asymmetric 
knots per square inch.

Afshar carpet 
Wool, hand-knotted, Afshar, 
Kerman, Persia, 1850. Previously 
owned by Paul Ratzer as part of  
his private collection of antique 
Persian carpets. 
Loan courtesy the Cadry family

Paul Ratzer and Jaques Cadry  
met in Sydney in 1957, through 
their mutual interest in rare and 
antique Persian carpets. Born in 
Moscow in 1894 Paul married his 
wife Barbara in 1918 and, following 
the October Revolution, fled to 
Persia (now Iran) where he later 
established his own carpet business 
near Kerman. In 1932 the Ratzers 
moved to England and then in 1939 
immigrated to Australia. Following 
Paul’s death in 1983, Jacques 
purchased many of his friend’s 
rugs and designs.

Photographs 
Paul Ratzer and Barbara Remizova, 
Persia, late 1920s.

Paul Ratzer with local carpet 
weavers, Torbat-e Jam, Persia,  
late 1920s.
Reproduced courtesy Renata Ratzer

Carpet designs 
Four works on paper, tempera, 
drawn and painted by Paul Ratzer, 
Kerman, Persia (now Iran), about 
1920–40. 
Powerhouse collection, acquired 1986
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Qajar dynasty women’s garment
Wool and silk, Kashan, Persia,  
about 1850. 
Loan courtesy the Cadry family

Royal portrait carpet
Hand-knotted wool, Mohtasham 
Kashan, Persia, about 1900. 

Depicting Ahmad Shah Qajar  
(1909–25) the last king of the Qajar 
Dynasty (1789–1925) wearing his 
royal uniform. Portrait carpets 
became an important memorial 
object for the Qajar royal family 
and those connected to the court 
from 1900.
Loan courtesy the Cadry family
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Kashmir textile
Wool, twill weave, Yazd, Persia, 
about 1850. 

Pen box
Painted and varnished papier-
mâché, Isfahan, Persia, 1700s.

Photographs
Jacques Cadry and an apprentice 
restorer, Cadry’s showroom, 
Sydney, Australia, 1966. 

Robert Cadry, Jacques Cadry, 
Edward Cadry, David Jones Art 
Gallery, Sydney, Australia, 1980. 
All loans courtesy the Cadry family


